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reputation, and, with the assistance of Madame Belle Cole, made
some amends for the duet between Madame Nordica and Miss
Macintyre, which I was about to put down as the worst thing in
the Festival, when something in Nordica's expression magnetic-
ally conveyed to me that I had better wait to hear the two gentle-
men sing The Lord is a man of war before I rushed to any con-
clusions. And I must confess that Messrs Bridson and Brereton
gallantly rescued the two ladies from me. Nordica, having had
plenty of opportunities of distinguishing herself previously, was
able to afford this reverse of fortune; but Miss Macintyre had to
depend on Thou didst blow to retrieve herself, which I hope she
will not mind my saying that she entirely failed to do. A Handel-
ian singer really must not drop notes to take breath, like an Irish
lilter. On Selection day, Mr Barton McGuckin would have had a
very distinguished success with Waft her, angels, if he had re-
frained from that old-fashioned bid for applause with a prolonged
high note, which spoiled the ending. His Love sounds the alarm
was excellent.

Of the chorus the tenors were the best among the men,
though they collapsed unaccountably during the first part on
the Wednesday. The basses were for the most part baritones, the
low notes in Israel being comparatively ineffective. The altos
were superb: nothing better could have been desired. On the
other hand, the sopranos, for their numbers, had but little tone,
and that of the most commonplace kind. Mr Manns was at his
best on the last day; and I have no quarrel with him except as to
an allargando which he made at the words, "There was not one
feeble person among their tribes," which should, I maintain,
proceed with swift, determined, unslackened step to the very
last bar.
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ON thinking it over I am inclined to conclude that Mr D'Oyly
Carte did not quite accurately measure the vacancy made at the
Savoy by the withdrawal of his dramatic poet and his tone poet.
His wish to continue on the old lines as closely as possible is
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